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three great white bearskins thrown upon the parquet floor. She sat in a tall carved arm-chair, the back of which formed a Royal crown above the level of her head. I had a long talk with her. She envied me going back to England. "There are two things in life," she said, " that I enjoy, riding and skating, and neither are possible in Lisbon. How I should love to live again in your beautiful country ! " How little did either of us foresee the tragic destiny which was so soon to bring to her the realization of that wish.
My husband took leave that same day of King Carlos, who kept his Cabinet waiting one hour while he discussed with him his favourite topic of sport, shooting in particular. As he said good-bye he exclaimed : " You lucky fellow ! What would I not give to be a free man, rather than a King. I should love to live in Paris and enjoy life 1 "38                   'INDISCRETIONS'
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